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CORONAVIRUS — PORT PROTOCOLS 
Statement by Minister for Ports 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Ports) [1.08 pm]: The emergence of 
COVID-19 has been met by an immediate and thorough response by the WA ports authorities and the shipping 
industry. The importance of protecting our population, our tourist visitors and our trade was immediately 
recognised. All ports have strictly applied new protocols regarding precautionary quarantine and health screening. 
Commercial shipping lines and the major exporters have been rigorous in minimising the risks of infection by 
changing crewing practices and screening for any signs of disease.  

Some cases of illness have already been reported on ships arriving at port. These ships are not cleared to dock until 
medical authorities have confirmed clearance. None of the ill seafarers have yet been found to have COVID-19. 
Some cases of influenza and respiratory illness have been identified. There was one instance of a seafarer with 
a very sore nose, who was assessed and taken to hospital for treatment. The ailment was found to be an infected 
hair follicle. 

Passenger cruise vessels are also taking measures to minimise the risk of infection amongst passengers and crew. 
Ships are not taking on passengers showing signs of illness or whose passports show that they have been in the 
countries subject to restrictions over the previous 14 days. We note that cruise shipping companies are planning 
more domestic itineraries, with more than 60 new bookings now made for WA ports since January. 

The quarantine arrangements being put in place around the world have had a clear effect on manufacturing output 
and global trade, especially in China. However, we have not yet seen any impact on shipping or trade volumes in 
Western Australia, either for bulk or container trade, although we do expect a slight downturn when the March 
and April trade figures become available. Encouragingly, trade sources, including major shipping lines, are beginning 
to suggest that global trade will recover in March from the loss of Chinese manufacturing activity that occurred in 
January and February, as Chinese productivity is now recovering. 
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